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Important new order: Rheinmetall takes over
maintenance of German Air Force’s CH-53G transport
helicopter at Diepholz Air Base
Rheinmetall has won an order from the German Bundeswehr to inspect,
maintain and repair Sikorsky CH-53G transport helicopters. Starting in March
2021, the Düsseldorf-based Group will be operating two maintenance and repair
bays belonging to the German Air Force’s 64th Helicopter Squadron at Diepholz
in Lower Saxony. Worth a figure in the lower two-digit million-euro range, the
contract with Rheinmetall Aviation Services GmbH runs for five years, with an
option for a one-year extension.
In Diepholz, the 64th Helicopter Squadron is responsible for larger maintenance
operations in a separate remote squadron, with a total of five Bundeswehrowned maintenance and repair bays for the CH-53G – an aircraft that has been
operated in the Bundeswehr since 1972.
An integrated high-tech enterprise dedicated to security and mobility,
Rheinmetall’s proposal won the tender, so that its subsidiary Rheinmetall
Aviation Services GmbH (RAS) will soon be in charge of maintaining and
repairing Bundeswehr helicopters in Diepholz. RAS will draw on organizational
and aeronautical regulatory support from its sister company Rheinmetall
Technical Publications GmbH, an approved aeronautical company located at
Bremen Airport.
About Rheinmetall Aviation Services:
Rheinmetall Aviation Services GmbH, which is also based in Bremen, was
founded at the beginning of 2019 as part of the Group’s strategic cooperation
with Sikorsky in the Heavy Transport Helicopter (STH) procurement programme,
with responsibility for maintenance, repairs, training and documentation.
Rheinmetall and Sikorsky have been cooperating together intensively in various
procurement projects since 2009. Thanks to the new order, expertise gained
through this partnership will now be profitably put to work on behalf of the
Bundeswehr in Diepholz. Looking ahead, the Bundeswehr also stands to benefit
in the long term from the partnership between Rheinmetall and Sikorsky in the
STH procurement programme, coupled with experience accumulated at
Diepholz Air Base.



Key Facts

w Rheinmetall to operate
two CH-53G
maintenance and repair
bays at Diepholz Air Base
starting in March 2021
w Order worth a figure in
the lower two-digit
million-euro range
w Contract runs for five
years, with an option for
an additional year
w Order positions
Rheinmetall for the
German Air Force’s STH
procurement programme
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